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environment that fulfills the needs of electronic infoimation owners, distributors, and 
users; financial clearinghouses; and usage information analyzers and resellers. 

WAF provides a secure, distributed electronic transaction management system for 
controlling the distribution and/or other usage of electronically provided and/or stored 
information. WAF controls auditing and reporting of electronic content and/or appliance 
usage. Users of WAF may include content creators who apply content usage, usage 
reporting, and/or usage payment related control information to electronic content and/or 
appliances for users such as end-user organizations, individuals, and content and/or 
appliance distributors. WAF also securely supports the payment of money owed 
(including money owed for content and/or appliance usage) by one or more parties to one 
or more other parties, in the form of electronic credit and/or currency. 

WAF may be used to migrate most non-electronic, traditional information delivery 
models (including entertainment, reference materials, catalog shopping, etc.) into an 
adequately secure digital distribution and usage management and payment context. The 
distribution and financial pathways managed by a WAF arrangement may include; 

content creators), 

distributors), t 
redistributor(s), 
client administrators), 
client userfs), 

financial and/or other clearinghouse^), 
and/or government agencies. 
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